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Ethics Advisory Commi�ee

Media Review on Gene Drive

Dear members of the Ethics commi�ee, please find below a selec�on of the best and most significant ar�cles on issues

related to gene drive, malaria and other relevant topics to Target Malaria. It covers the period of May to mid-June

2017.

Malaria elimina�on project wins $17.5m funding boost

Target Malaria, an interna�onal consor�um led by Imperial, has received a $17.5 million grant to help develop ways to

control the spread of disease. The grant comes from the Open Philanthropy Project, whose mission is to iden�fy

outstanding giving opportuni�es and to openly share the results so that anyone can benefit from them. It makes

grants and advises philanthropists on how to maximize the impact of their giving.

Imperial academic puts community at the heart of malaria elimina�on project

Professor Aus�n Burt has been awarded a President's Medal for his work engaging the public in malaria-control

projects across sub-Saharan Africa. The accolade is given out as part of the College’s annual President's Awards for

Excellence in Societal Engagement.

Crispr Creator Jennifer Doudna on the Promises—and Pi�alls—of Easy Gene�c Modifica�on

For $150, you can buy a Crispr kit online and use it to engineer hear�er gut bacteria in your kitchen. That’s thrilling,

but the technology is giving Jennifer Doudna, an inventor of the gene-edi�ng method, nightmares. Easy gene�c

modifica�on could mean cures for cancer (yay!), ki�y-sized pigs (squee!), and, yes, designer babies (ack).
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Nathaniel Comfort finds heroism but li�le nuance in Jennifer Doudna's account of her co-discovery.

The prospect of a memoir from Jennifer Doudna, a key player in the CRISPR story, quickens the pulse. And A Crack in

Crea�on does indeed deliver a welcome perspec�ve on the revolu�onary genome-edi�ng technique that puts the

power of evolu�on into human hands, with many anecdotes and details that only those close to her may have known.

Elimina�ng malaria in Africa by 2030 by reducing mosquito popula�ons

[…] On 1 June 2017, a team of experts from NEPAD Agency led by Prof Aggrey Ambali, Head of Industrializa�on,

Science, Technology and Innova�on paid a courtesy call on the West African Economic and Monetary Union

(WAEMU/UEMOA) Secretariat in Ouagadougou, Burkina Faso to facilitate dialogue towards concerted efforts in

building regulatory capaci�es to effec�vely manage the gene�c engineering innova�on.

Aadhaar model has powerful lessons for Africa: Mark Suzman

Mark Suzman, President of The Bill & Melinda Gates Founda�on, on a visit to India for the African Development Bank

summit tells Sai Manish that India's Aadhaar model is genera�ng significant interest among na�ons across the world.

Here are excerpts from an interac�on with Suzman held at the founda�on’s office in New Delhi.

Is this the final offensive?

[…] While developed countries have successfully eliminated malaria, Nigeria and other developing countries are s�ll

suffering from malaria. According to World Health Sta�s�cs, malaria mortality rate for Nigeria is 156 per 100,000

popula�ons because despite the human and economic costs of malaria, most Nigerians remain uninformed about

both preven�on and treatment of the disease.

An MIT transparency advocate shakes up gene�c engineering

As biology advances at breakneck speed and interna�onal debate rages about the ethics and poli�cs of releasing

gene�cally engineered animals, Esvelt has emerged as a respected leader. He was one of the first scien�sts to build a

“gene drive” that uses the new CRISPR gene-edi�ng technology.

085 – Biotech, Forest Restora�on and Conserva�on [AUDIO]

Dr. Ellen V. Crocker is a postdoctoral researcher at the University of Kentucky.  She talks about the current threats to

forests including sudden oak death, chestnut blight and the emerald ash borer. She also discusses efforts in integra�ng

new biotech tools in forest improvement, including gene�c engineering, speed breeding, and gene drive approaches.

"Target Malaria": un laboratorio per modificare le zanzare [VIDEO]

Terni lab, open day.

Media	Review	on	Gene	Drive	-	Ethics	Advisory	Committee

2	of	2 9/11/2017	10:24	AM


